FEAB November 10, 2022 Minutes

FEAB ML...NG MINUTES
Thursday, November 10, 2022
3:00 p.m. in the Public Utilities Conference Room, 555 South Section Street

Member Attendees: Gary Gover, lim Horner, Ben Frater, Amy Paulson, Nigel Temple, Rick
Speight, Darrel Williams

Members not in attendance:
Jennifer Foutch, Nicole Love

City of Fairhope: Kim Burmeister -Planning and Zoning Department
City Council: None

Honored Guests: Anna Keene Miller, Keen Living; Dr. Steven Scyphers, University of South
Alabama; Carole Tebay, resident of Fairhope

Minutes taken by: Kim Burmeister

Amy called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

1. Dr. Steven Scyphers is a resident of Fairhope, and is a ecology professor at South
Alabama. He is interested in partnerships between Fairhope and the University of
South Alabama. Internships may be available.

2. Carole Tebay is concerned about a new aggressive aquatic invasive species,
floating fern, Giant Salvinia (Salvinia molesta)

3. Darrel is resigning from FEAB and from SALT; he has accepted a new position in
Colorado, moving in December

4. Amy created a draft schedule for FEAB representation at upcoming Council

Meetings. Non-members may also be included.

Council representation for FEAB meetings is a continued concern

6. Darrel encourages promotion of the Native Habitat program (SALT initiative) and
the upcoming Zoom sessions from Dr. Tallamy. These sessions are free of charge.
Next one is on November 14", Citizens, city staff and elected officials are
encouraqged to register:

W\

7. Uty of Fairhope Planning and Zoning Department is researching gully protection
standards, including vegetative buffers and appropriate native plantings.

8. Amy and Gary have been working with the Baldwin County Joint Environmental
Committee (Baldwin County, Daphne, and Spanish Fort) to create a standardized
wetland ordinance template. Goal is also to have standardized buffers across
jurisdictional lines.
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9. Darrel and Katie (Bike & Ped Committee) assessed airport property for potential
future bike trails and did not feel it was a perfect fit.

10. Jim is in contact with Babcock Ranch, FL staff regarding resilient building codes.

11. Jessica Walker with the City has resigned and will be greatly missed.

FEAB Minutes:
October minutes were approved as written. Amy 1°: Nigel 279,

Agenda provide by Amy:

AGENDA
THE CITY OF FAIRHOPE ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
NOVEMBER 11,2022 /3-4 PM, PuBLIc WORKS CONFERENCE ROOAS

1. Housekeeping (~5 min)
a. Last month notes - Kim
b. Guest Introductions
1. Dr. Steve -
ll RanNiSbcu

.tJ

Discussion [tems (~30)
a.  Brweekly attendance at Council Meetings and talking points document — Amy
b. SALT Native Habitat program — update and specifically pertaining to citizen engagement
for protecting and enhancing private property to protect Fairhope's gullies — Darrel
c. Baldwin County wetlands protection standardization initiative — Amy
d. Pnionty Setting and Engagement, 2023: new tdeas for List? — Amy

3. MO Mme Moo o TTmamaaaam T i * 21d Action Items (~10 min)

a. \-ll)' A AdIDULLS
1. Caty Council —~ Corey, Jennifer
1. Mavor — Amy, Nicole
i1, City Departments — Kim_ Christina, Jessica
1v.  Baldwin County Env Advisory Committees — Amy, Kim
1. Wetlands (red clay, LID, etc.)
v. Fairthope Commuttees’ Joint Projects
1. Bike and Ped, Harbor Board, Recreation Board, Recycling Committee,
Historic Preservation
b. Greenspace (Comprehensive LUP and COF Boards Joint Subcommittee for Greenspace)
- Ben, Darrel
c. Eastern Shore Watershed Management Plan - Nicole
d. Recycling and Trash — Jennifer

4 WDl b Toaoole fe £ TN

a. SRV AICL — J1 -VIEUL
3. Involvement Opportunities (< 5 mun)
6. Wrap up (< 5 min)

a. New action items — review list

b. Next Month's meeting topi
c. Adjourn
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Guest Introductions:

Dr. Steven B. Scyphers is an Associate Professor in the School of Marine & Environmental
Sciences and Director of the Center for Socio-Environmental Resiliency at the University
of South Alabama, and he is a Senior Marine Scientist Il at the Dauphin Island Sea Lab.
Steven's research integrates ecology and sociology to understand and overcome major
challenges facing coastal communities. His work focuses on sustainable coastal fisheries,
shoreline development, ecosystem restoration, and climate adaptation. He lives in
Fairhope with his wife Mallory and daughters Hadley and Maren.

Dr. Steven Scyphers has recently moved to Fairhope. He is interested in partnership
opportunities between the City of Fairhope and USA, including internships (paid or
unpaid). He has students seeking internships and projects.

Amy said FEAB could utilize his expertise and may include him on the Council session
attendance roster in the future, if he is interested in doing that. She encouraged him to
attend FEAB meetings.

Carole Tebay is a Fairhope resident who would like to raise awaress regarding a new
invasive aquatic species fern, Silvinia molesta. She advised that this plant should be
removed immediately to prevent smothering out other aquatic plants and causing
oxygen depletion. Kim will share with Fairhope’s Landscaping and Quail Creek Golf
Course staff, so they will recognize it as a potential threat if seen in the bay, ponds and
streams.

Council / Planning Commission Attendance:

Amy presented a draft schedule, with talking points, for FEAB representation at Council
Meetings. She also has Anna Miller, an attending non-member, on the roster. Amy
suggested that non-members, such as Anna, might be used for tasks such as this,
depending on the area of authority. Non-members, as well as anyone (public) is invited
and encouraged to attend FEAB meetings. However, non-members attendance does not
count towards FEAB meeting quorum per Kim. Ben is in favor of utilizing non-members
with specific areas of expertise. Amy encouraged anyone who is interested in
participating with FEAB as an active non-member, please submit bio to her.
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Comprehensive Land Use Plan:
Ben is on the Steering Committee for the comp plan as the FEAB representative. He said
there has been no update or information to share.

SALT Native Habitat Program

Darrel discussed the Native Habitat program and is encouraging everyone to promote
this. He also mentioned Dr. Tallamy’s Zoom session on this subject, with another Zoom
session coming up November 14" Registration is free.

Amy said the use of native vegetation and having a list of recommended plantings would
be an important part of gully protection. Kim confirmed that the City of Fairhope is
researching gully protection standards and this program will greatly benefit that
initiative.
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Wetland ~ dinan  / Subdivision Regulation updates:

Amy and Gary are working with the Baldwin County Joint EAC on drafting language for
standard wetland regulations across jurisdictional lines. This will hopefully include
standard buffer languages. Proposals so far (drafted by Ashely Campbell) include buffers
set at 50’ for stream, 30’ for jurisdictional wetlands and 5’ for other stormwater
conveyance areas including non-jurisdictional wetlands. Fairhope’s current buffers listed
in the Subdivision Regulations are listed as 30’ for wetlands (jurisdictional and non-
jurisdictional) and 50’ for stream buffers. Non-subdivision properties in Fairhope must
abide by a 20" wetland buffer, according to the current Fairhope wetland ordinance. This
also covers jurisdictional as well as non-jurisdictional wetlands.

FEAB subcommittee on greenspace:

Darrel and Katie (Bike Ped Committee) walked an undeveloped parcel owned by the
airport authority. He did not feel it was suitable for a bike path unless it was heavily
restored. Currently the property is covered in invasive privet.

Council Representation

Jim is concerned about the lack of council representation with FEAB. He is wondering if
Council in general is aware of FEABs agenda items and concerns. Ben stated FEAB should
move forward as best as we can with agenda items. Kim sends Mayor and Councilman
Corey the meeting “summary”, usually on the Monday after FEAB meetings, so that if
there is a council meeting, Mayor and Corey will be aware of discussion items.

Resiliency

Jim is in contact with staff at Babcock Ranch, which is a very large home development NE
of Ft. Myers, FL. It was barely damaged by Hurricane tan. He is working to obtain building
codes from them. Amy asked Jim to share any information with Anna Keen Miller.

FEAB Upcoming Vacancy

Darrel is resigning from FEAB. He has taken another position and will be moving to
Colorado in December. This will likely be his last FEAB meeting. This will open a vacancy
for FEAB.

Jessica Walker, Special Projects Manager
Jim announced Jessica’s resignation from the City of Fairhope, effective November 30t
2022. She has been an excellent resource for FEAB.

’
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Meeting adjourned at 4 p.m.

Next meeting is Friday, December 8" @ 3 p.m. @ Public Utilities Conference room.

FEAB CONTACT INFORMATION:
Chairman:

Gary Gover

Co-Chair:

Amy Paulson

Members:

Ben Frater

Jim Horner none
Nigel Temple

lennifer Foutch

Rick Speight

Darrel Williams

Nicole Love

CITY CONTACTS:

Corey Martin, City Council

Kim Burmeister, Planning and Zoning Department
Christina LeJeune, Planning and Zoning Departmen:
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(251) 990-8662

(251) 654-7401

(404) 314-8815
(251) 928-9722
(757) 803-3589
(618) 318-0354
(828) 551-3966



