FEAB May 13, 2022 Minutes

FEAB MEETING MINUTES
May 13, 2022
3 p.m. @ Library Board Room

Member Attendees: Gary Gover, Jim Horner, Nigel Temple, Michelle Melton, Jennifer
Foutch, Ben Frater

Members not in attendance:
Rick Speight, excused absence; Amy Paulson, excused absence

City of Fairhope: Kim Burmeister -Planning and Zoning Department
City Council: None

Honored Guests: Darrel Williams (SALT), Nicole Love (Thompson Engineering, Eastern
Shore Watershed Management Plan), Tom Hutchings and Lee Yokel (Eco Solutions)

Minutes taken by: Kim Burmeister
Jennifer stood in for Amy. Jennifer called the meeting to order at 3 p.m.

Summary of meeting:

1. Tom & Lee (Eco Solutions) gave a presentation on Living Shorelines and presented a
draft bill to help support living shoreline projects.

2. Motion was passed to amend by-laws: from 9 members to an allowance of 11
members.

3. Motion was passed to accept Darrel Williams membership application to FEAB as a new
member, in the place of Mike Shelton who has resigned.

4. Nicole Love’s membership is pending approval of by-law amendment to allow for (11)
members.

5. FEAB members will rotate attendance at Planning Commission meetings, monthly.

6. FEAB is interested in extending meeting times from 1 hour to 1.5 hour. By-laws will
have to be amended, if pursued.

7. June’s FEAB meeting will be a “special meeting” starting at 2:30 p.m. to allow time for a
presentation from MS/AL Sea Grant staff; topic: CRI.

8. Jim Horner shared an article on the upcoming Storm Sewer Infrastructure Inventory
project (RESTORE funding).

FEAB Minutes/Updates to Board:
1. Jim made a motion to approve FEAB April minutes, approved unanimously.
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Agenda:
Amy drafted this agenda to share with FEAB:

[AGENDA
THE CITY OF FAIRHOPE ENVIRONAMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD MONTHLY MEETING
Mlayw 13, 2022

1. Housekeeping (~3 mim)
a. Acceptance of prior meeting minutes — Kim
b. Membarship
1. Miecole, Darrsll
1. Eesolution for memberzship mereaze
c. Meeting Duration: June's meeting to have 3(-mmute mtemal work session to clear up
houszekesping and othar ongomg dizcussions (1.e., agenda tems 1, 6) and then 1-hr public
meestme: total 1.5 hours (2:30 — 4007 = official?
d.  Plamming Comwmizsion Eotation Assigmments (see last page of Agenda- revise as needed)

Guest: EcoSolutions, Lee Yokel and Tom Hutchings re: Living Shoralines (~20 numn)
a. Guest presantation
b. Dhscussion: Incenfivizing and aszisting private and government property holdars
¢, Dhscussion: Deseribe existing rights and responsibilities proximate to the shoreline tvpes
we have.

]

3. Old Action Items (~5 mins) — Any ProgressF

a. Ben/Amy to follow uwp with Pat White / Eecreation Dept. for park planming (Colony,
Drvas) {any more thoughts on how to proceed zince last month)7?

b, Amy / Gary to reguest agenda presence at Harkor Board, Recreation Board, Bike & Pad
Committes regular monthly meetmg to prezant FEAB shideshow discuss mwtnal
priorifies and oppeorhmities to partner.

. Ben/Amy to arranze onsite fiald trip with FEAB, Mavor, City Couneil at Dhvas to
dizcusz use of property. (Imvite Bike and Ped 1apT)

d. Eim te zather info from ALDOT / Public Works regardimg Flv Creek culvert at Huv 58
and Diyas property erczion and fish paszzage 1ssues.

2. Commea Nicols to find an Aubum extension property representative to attend ESWLIEP
commuittes, sspacially regarding Fly Cresk 303-d hizting statuz m that sepment

£ Amy to reach out to hughschoel for representative on FEAB.

4. Introduce Invelvement Opportunities — Garv (<3
a. ADCNE: AL Gov Restoration Summit, hay 19, Spamizh Fort Commumity Canter
https-eulfofinexicoalliance.org/eventsadenr-alabama-sovermors-restoration-surmmat’

b. Comenent on the DEAFT 2021 Comprehenzive Plan Update: Restoring the Gulf
Coaszt’s Ecosyzstem and Economy chrome-
extension:efaidnbmmmmibpeaipezlelefindmla)) wmrw restorethesulf zov sites/defa

ult/files PEDFT 2023 Draft Comp Plan Update PoblicComment 508 Final 2022032
Lpdf

c. Wetland Regulations and Compliance Workshop. Guidance for Profeszionals
Invelved in Land Uea Izsues Thursday, June 16, 2022, hMobile Area Aszociation of
Eealtors* 23217 Arport Boulevard hotbale, AL 36606 Eegistration Dieadlime: Thursday,
June 9 OF. Tuesday, July 1%, 2002 Baldwin BEALTORS 23230 County Road 63
Eobertzdale, AL 36367 Regiztration Deadline: Tuesday, Julv 12

d. Advanced Wetland Rezulations and Compliance Workshop: Additional Topics for
Professionals Involved m Land Use Iezues, Thureday, June 16, 2022, 8:30am - 3:10pm
hohila Area A==zociation of Bealtors 2827 Amrport Boulevard, hichila, AT 36606

3. POC Btatuz FEeport on FEAR Foeus [ssnes (<5 min)
LINITED DISCUTERION ~ PARE IF WO NEWS TO SHARE
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Fairhope Crty Council — Jennifer / Coray
Fairhope Mavar’'s Office — Amyy / Gary
Fairhope Crty Departments — Kim / Christing
Baldvwin County Emvirenmental Advisery Commuttes and EAC sub-commuttees
(wetland: and neighborhoods) — Kim

1. Fetational responsibility? (First Tussday of every meonth, 4PLL Eobartzdals

Baldwin County Annex)

Community Reziliency Index — Wicole
Dvas Toangls — Ben / Michelle
Fairhope Wetlands Protection — MNigal

1. Crity goal to write wetland crdmance requirements info subdivision ragulations.
Eastern Shore Watershad hManagemant Plan and Hotzpot identification— Eim / Wicole
Fairthope Comprehansive LUP — Ban
Fecveling — Jannifer

1. Litter Gitter update?

1. Establish FEAB subcomummittea?

Clean Marinz Project — Gary, Rick, Tim?

6. New Business / Other Interazts (~3 mim)
LIMITED DISCUISSION ~ PASS IF MO NEWS TO SHARE

Stormwater — Jim / Back / Kim
Biks and Pedestrian Committes — Gary / Migel
Energy Conservation Imtiatrves (climats change action) — Gary

Wrap up (< Smin)

Topics for Tune:
1. Jodv Thompsen, MS/AL Sealirant and Caseyv Gav Williams, Presidsnt Fastern
Shora Chamber of Commerca for orgamization of Commumity Resiliency Indax —
Micole
1. FEAB MizsionVision/Prienities discussion (10 Min) — Gary
1. Should we move more toward idantifying and defining actions or
projects the City should pursus?
2. Should we zet into momtonng grant opportunities and the work of
preparimg grant applications?
3. Sheould we produce prasentations for the commumity on smvarommental
responsibilities”
4. Bhould we gpep up virtnal participation in mestings by members and the
public?
Potential Topic for Inly™ special discuszion with Enc Cortings re: wetland charette
details and planning? — Migel?
Mew action items — raview/list.
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Monthly Planning Commizzion Meeting Rotation
Date — first Monday of every month FEAB Assigned Reprezentative
Public Hearing at 5
D=y 2, 2022 Elick Speight
June &, 2022 Jenmifar Foutch
Tuly 7, 2022 Wlichelle Malton
August 1, 2022 Gary Gover
September 8, 2022 Jom Horner
Cretobar 3, 2022 Ben Frater
Novvember 7, 2022 Micole Lowe
Decamber 5. 2022 Darrel Willizms
Jamumary 3, 2023 Migel Tampla
#*Favised to reflect actual dates. If PC date falls on a holiday, the make up dats 1= noted instead of the 17
Moenday. Meatings start at 3 pom. |

Living Shoreline Presentation

Lee Yokel, Eco Solutions, gave a presentation about living shorelines and highlighted the
City of Fairhope’s 2016 Magnolia Beach Management Plan (partially implemented-beach
renourishment- but apparently not officially approved).
https://www.fairhopeal.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/13270/6361265761925300
00

City of Fairhope
Environmental Advisory Board

May 13, 2022

Eolutions

Tom Hutchings & Lee Yokel

Daphne, Alabama
hitps://ecosolutionsinc.net/



https://www.fairhopeal.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/13270/636126576192530000
https://www.fairhopeal.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/13270/636126576192530000
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Advocating for Sandy Shorelines

1. Shoreline public access points that actually
allow foot traffic to the water

2. Shoreline protection alternatives in master
plans

3. Incentivize private property alternatives
through reduction in fee structure as incentive
to bulkhead and riprap alternatives - via
legislation

Shoreline Authorities

® US Army Corps of Engineers
- Navigable waters to the mean high tide line, wetlands

® AL Department of Environmental Management
- Wetlands, submerged aquatic vegetation, endangered species

@ AL Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources, State Lands Division
- State water bottoms to the mean high water line

@ Baldwin County
- All marine related construction above and below mean high tide

e City

® Public
- Below the mean high tide

@ Private Property
- Above the mean high tide line, riparian rights
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Riparian Rights

You have the rights to use water bottoms of the State of Alabama
You do not own the water bottoms of State of Alabama

You can be denied use of the water bottoms of the State of
Alabama

® You cannot encroach on neighboring riparian rights without the
neighbor’s written permission

- Caveat — you can with a bulkhead but not any other structure

® Riparian boundaries are not obvious and often convoluted

Fairhope Yacht Club Renourishment
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Fairhope Shoreline Magnolia Beaq_h_'_1938
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February 1997 2009

Big Pier

Renourishment Magnolia Beach

Year Coastal Engineering
2004 | Small (unknown quantity) amount of sand placed on beach
to address beach and bluff erosion and cover roots of large
live oak tree (after Hurricane Ivan)
2005 | Construction of the existing timber headland-jetty structure
and beach nourishment with 2,900 cy (cubic yards) of sand
(after Hurricane Katrina)

2014 Beach nourishment with 3,300 cy of sand

2015 Beach nourishment with 350 cy of sand

2016 Beach nourishment with 900 cy of sand
Fairhope Beach Management Plan, September 2016

2021 Renourishment Quotes
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Magnolia Beach & Public Boat Launch

Feb2003 ¢

-« Pier Ave
.+ Boat Launch

Page | 9




FEAB May 13, 2022 Minutes

Magnolia Beach looking north May 2022

Pier Ave
Boat Launch

»d
Figure 19: Plan view drawing showing a possible configuration of north Magnolia Beach Park
mprovements, including the installation of two, new rock breakwaters and the placement of a new
beach nourishment project to more permanently stabilize this shoreline
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Example Ono Island, Old River

i Aymm Koo ¥
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Grand Hotel November 2020
Google Earth Pro ?(

——e e

| |
Grand Hotel, Pt. Clear, Alabama |
| 1950-1969 \

‘i Alabama Department of Archives and History
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—

" Perdido Bay

" PostHurricane
_ saly2020 |
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Sample Living Shoreline Permitting Fee Costs

Small landowner wants to stabilize their shoreline using a living shoreline.
The contractor is applying for a USACE individual permit.
The shoreline length is 100 feet of beach.
USACE

Individual Permit $100
ADCNR (dredge and fill)

$1.25 per cubic yard of material $557
ADEM (dredge and fill)

Greater than 1000 sgft $4,235
CONSULTANT

Vegetation, monitoring, dredging, etc  variable
Engineering consultant $5,000+
Project costs variable

TOTAL 10,549

Xk x

BULKHEAD ALTERNATIVE

Individual Permit 100’ stabilization $800
Project costs variable —’_\J

2016 Draft Legislation Synopsis

This bill would further provide for permits for shoreline
restoration, including the use of living shoreline techniques,
by riparian property owners in coastal areas. The bill would
authorize riparian property owners to sever and use
materials in their riparian rights use area and for the
purposes of shoreline restoration without fee or charge by
the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources or
the Department of Environmental Management when the
source sediment is used for the construction of living
shorelines in front of a property owner's riparian property.
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Contact EcoSolutions

EcoSolutions, Inc.

PO Box 361

- Montrose, AL 36559
-251-621-5006 - = v

id -

- .

. Tom HUtghings Tom@ecosolutionsinc.net -
Lee Yokel L'ee@e,poseIutioninc.net
Lee.Yokel@gmail.com '

.

>

4 > > 5 y o -

Copy of draft bill was presented (below). Tom is hopeful City of Fairhope will support and
consider the language of the bill synopsis to help promote living shoreline projects in
Fairhope:
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I 1759084-1 no: 08/10/2016 : FC / tj LRS2016-2529

2

3

4

5

a

T

8 SYNOPSIS: This bill would further provide for permits
9 for shoreline restoration, including the use of

10 living shoreline techniques, by riparian property
I cwners in coastal areas. The bill would authorize
12 riparian property owners to sever and use materials
13 in their riparian rights use area and for the

14 purposes of shoreline restoration without fee or
15 charge by the Department of Conservation and

6 Natural Resources or the Department of

17 Envirenmental Management when the source sediment
| & is used for the construction of living shorelines
19 in front of a property owner's ripavian property.
20
21 A BILL

22 TCO BE ENTITLED
23 AN ACT
24
235 Relating to coastal areas; to further provide for
26 permits for living shoreline restoration from the State Lands
27 Division of the Department of Conservation and Natural
28 Resources and the Department of Envirenmental Management and
29 for the use of source sediment by riparian property owners.
Page 1
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. (a) For the purposes of this act, the
term "living shoreline" means shoreline restoration techniques
for shoreline stabilization including, but not limiced to,
planting of native vegetation, the placement of wave
attenuation structures, the placement of fill material, and
other similar techniques designed to allow natural coastal
processes to continue to operate.

{b) {1} The purpose of this act is to encourage the
use of living shoreline techniques in ecastal areas in lieu of
vertical seawalls or bulkheads.

{2) The Legislature finds that sand and sediment
material available for dredging within a property owner's
riparian use area is the hest compatible source material and
provides the highest degree of success in living shoreline
restoration and that the use of the material serves a public
purpose to reduce erosion, improve and restore wildlife and
fish habitat, and increase coastal infrascructure resiliency.

{c} The State Lands Division of the Department of
Conservation and NWatural Resources and the Department of
Envircenmental Management shall issue permits to riparian
property cwners to dredge without a charge or fee for sand and
source sediment in front of the respective owners' riparian
property, or immediately adjacent property with consent of the
riparian owner of that property, for sand and scurce sedimant
to be used in front of the owners' riparian property when the
sand and sediment will be used for the constructicon of living

shoreline in front of the riparian property.

Page 2
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1 id) This act shall nob be construsd to affect the

ot

Litle to state owned submerged lands.

3 Section 2. The provisions of this act are
d supplemental and shall not be construed Eo repeal any other
5 provision of law not in direct conflict herewith.

_ Section 3. This act shall become effective on the
B first day of the third month following its passage and
Q approval by the Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.

Tom said riparian rights are highly contested and not clearly defined, even by the
state/federal agencies that oversee them.

Dauphin Island beach management plan is similar to Fairhope’s 2016 proposed plan. In
Tom’s opinion it is not holding up well.

Pocket beaches installed south of the Grand Hotel seem to be functioning properly and
holding up well per Tom.

In closing, Lee asked FEAB to advise City of Fairhope to consider natural alternatives
versus conventional structures such as bulkheads.

Gary would like to assign someone from FEAB to work with Eco Solutions for further
discussions on living shorelines in Fairhope. Gary will contact Tom soon to discuss this.

New Member:

Jim made a motion for FEAB to accept Darrel William’s membership to replace the
vacancy of Mike Shelton. Michelle 2" the motion. Unanimously passed. This will go to
City Council for final acceptance.

Motion#1: FEAB recommends Darrel Williams as a new FEAB member to fill position #9
of 9 members. This is pending council approval.

Change of By-Laws:

1. Gary proposed a membership allowance change from nine (9) members-current by-
law allowance-to eleven (11) members. This would require a quorum of 6. Currently the
qguorum is 5 with a 9 member allowance.

Jim gave a motion of support. Nigel seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously to
recommend by-law change to allow for eleven (11).

Motion#2: Amend by-laws to allow for eleven members.
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2. Following Amy’s agenda, Jennifer mentioned the request to move the meeting time
from 3 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. for informal pre-meeting discussions.

Kim said Hunter supports staff take minutes for one hour, but does not support the
increase to 1.5 hours (except under “special meeting” circumstances). Kim will check with
Lisa to see if this would require a change in by-laws or if this can be done internally; does
this trigger the public meeting requirements?

*Per Lisa: FEAB can hold a “special meeting” at 2:30 p.m. but this is considered a “public
meeting” so announcements for meeting will say “2:30 p.m.” for the June meeting. For
future FEAB meetings, to continue the 2:30 p.m. meeting time, FEAB will need to:

1. Pass a motion to amend by-laws (time currently listed in by-laws at 3:00 p.m.)

2. Motion will go to City Council for consideration

No motion was passed at this time.

Future FEAB Presentations:
Nicole said representatives of MS / AL Sea Grant will be at the June meeting to give a

presentation on Community Resiliency Indexing.

Nigel advises that all presenters be encouraged to present concise points throughout the
presentation.

Storm Sewer Infrastructure Inventory Upgrades:
Jim shared this recent article:
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Maw b 2022

_faiyhppe seeks $_17 ‘million in

The council also voted to
apply for a RESTORE Act
grant of $650,000 to conduct a
stormwater infrastuchure in-
ventory. Thie imvemtory woild
be a digital study of existing

m-mnfaim'mm"ﬂdmmlg

grants for sewe

r, drainage work

into Mohile Bay, The program
would also inclode a repeti-

tivefiood loss assessment of
gtroved by fioods in the past .

and an update of the city’s
plan, according to Fairhope
reparts. S
The imventory would in-
clude studies of drainage
areas in the city including
Stack Guily in the Fruit and
Nut District, Big Mouth Gully
in central Fairhope, Volanta
in north Fairhope, Tatumville
Gully in south Fairhope, Fiy
Creek in Montrose, Rock
Creelk in north Montrosa,
Cowpen Croek in east Fair-
hiope, Point Clear Creek in
Point Clear, Waterhole

Bramch near the city airport
and Pensacola Worm Branch
in northeast Fairhope.

Council President Jimmy
Conyers said the work is
needad to improve stormmwa-
ter management i Fairhope,

“This would be substan-
tial,” he sald. .

The city woild pay $162,500
g2 its 25% share of the gran,
while the grant would provide
$487,500, according to the
ecouncil resolution.

The RESTORE program
uses money from civil and ad-
charged as a result of the 2010
Deepwater Horizon oil spill to
provide finds for environ-
mental projects in Gulf Coast

 states affected by the spill.
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Meeting adjourned at 4 p.m.

Next meeting is Friday, June 10th, 2022 @ 2:30 p.m. for “special meeting” presentation
and discussions @ Library Board Room

FEAB CONTACT INFORMATION:

Chairman:

Gary Gover govers@bellsouth.net (251) 990-8662
Members:

Ben Frater ben.frater@gmail.com (404) 314-8815
Jim Horner none (251) 928-9722
Amy Paulson amy.paulson@yahoo.com (251) 654-7401
Nigel Temple 757nigel@gmail.com (757) 803-3589
Michelle Melton michelleleemeltonlee@gmail.com  (423) 504-8253
Jennifer Foutch Foutch.jennifer@gmail.com (618) 318-0354
Rick Speight rspeight@game7publishing.com (828) 551-3966
CITY CONTACTS:

Corey Martin, City Council corey.martin@fairhopeal.gov

Kim Burmeister, Planning and Zoning Department kim.burmeister@fairhopeal.gov
Christina LeJeune, Planning and Zoning Department christina.lejeune@fairhopeal.gov
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