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FEAB MEETING MINUTES 
May 13, 2022 
3 p.m. @ Library Board Room 
 
Member Attendees: Gary Gover, Jim Horner, Nigel Temple, Michelle Melton, Jennifer 
Foutch, Ben Frater 
 
Members not in attendance:  
Rick Speight, excused absence; Amy Paulson, excused absence 
 
City of Fairhope: Kim Burmeister -Planning and Zoning Department 
 
City Council: None 
  
Honored Guests: Darrel Williams (SALT), Nicole Love (Thompson Engineering, Eastern 
Shore Watershed Management Plan), Tom Hutchings and Lee Yokel (Eco Solutions) 
 
Minutes taken by: Kim Burmeister 
 
Jennifer stood in for Amy. Jennifer called the meeting to order at 3 p.m.   
 
Summary of meeting:  
1. Tom & Lee (Eco Solutions) gave a presentation on Living Shorelines and presented a 
draft bill to help support living shoreline projects.  
2. Motion was passed to amend by-laws: from 9 members to an allowance of 11 
members.  
3. Motion was passed to accept Darrel Williams membership application to FEAB as a new 
member, in the place of Mike Shelton who has resigned. 
4. Nicole Love’s membership is pending approval of by-law amendment to allow for (11) 
members.  
5. FEAB members will rotate attendance at Planning Commission meetings, monthly.  
6. FEAB is interested in extending meeting times from 1 hour to 1.5 hour. By-laws will 
have to be amended, if pursued.  
7. June’s FEAB meeting will be a “special meeting” starting at 2:30 p.m. to allow time for a 
presentation from MS/AL Sea Grant staff; topic: CRI. 
8. Jim Horner shared an article on the upcoming Storm Sewer Infrastructure Inventory 
project (RESTORE funding).  
 
 
FEAB Minutes/Updates to Board:  
1. Jim made a motion to approve FEAB April minutes, approved unanimously.  
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Agenda: 
Amy drafted this agenda to share with FEAB:   
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Living Shoreline Presentation 
Lee Yokel, Eco Solutions, gave a presentation about living shorelines and highlighted the 
City of Fairhope’s 2016 Magnolia Beach Management Plan (partially implemented-beach 
renourishment- but apparently not officially approved).  
https://www.fairhopeal.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/13270/6361265761925300
00 
 

 

https://www.fairhopeal.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/13270/636126576192530000
https://www.fairhopeal.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/13270/636126576192530000
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Copy of draft bill was presented (below).  Tom is hopeful City of Fairhope will support and 
consider the language of the bill synopsis to help promote living shoreline projects in 
Fairhope:  
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Tom said riparian rights are highly contested and not clearly defined, even by the 
state/federal agencies that oversee them.  
 
Dauphin Island beach management plan is similar to Fairhope’s 2016 proposed plan. In 
Tom’s opinion it is not holding up well.  
 
Pocket beaches installed south of the Grand Hotel seem to be functioning properly and 
holding up well per Tom.   
 
In closing, Lee asked FEAB to advise City of Fairhope to consider natural alternatives 
versus conventional structures such as bulkheads.  
 
Gary would like to assign someone from FEAB to work with Eco Solutions for further 
discussions on living shorelines in Fairhope. Gary will contact Tom soon to discuss this.  
 
New Member: 
Jim made a motion for FEAB to accept Darrel William’s membership to replace the 
vacancy of Mike Shelton. Michelle 2nd the motion. Unanimously passed. This will go to 
City Council for final acceptance.  
 Motion#1: FEAB recommends Darrel Williams as a new FEAB member to fill position #9 
of 9 members. This is pending council approval.  
 
Change of By-Laws: 
1. Gary proposed a membership allowance change from nine (9) members-current by-
law allowance-to eleven (11) members. This would require a quorum of 6. Currently the 
quorum is 5 with a 9 member allowance.  
Jim gave a motion of support. Nigel seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously to 
recommend by-law change to allow for eleven (11).  
Motion#2: Amend by-laws to allow for eleven members. 
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2. Following Amy’s agenda, Jennifer mentioned the request to move the meeting time 
from 3 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. for informal pre-meeting discussions.  
 
Kim said Hunter supports staff take minutes for one hour, but does not support the 
increase to 1.5 hours (except under “special meeting” circumstances). Kim will check with 
Lisa to see if this would require a change in by-laws or if this can be done internally; does 
this trigger the public meeting requirements?  
*Per Lisa: FEAB can hold a “special meeting” at 2:30 p.m. but this is considered a “public 
meeting” so announcements for meeting will say “2:30 p.m.” for the June meeting. For 
future FEAB meetings, to continue the 2:30 p.m. meeting time, FEAB will need to:  
1. Pass a motion to amend by-laws (time currently listed in by-laws at 3:00 p.m.) 
2. Motion will go to City Council for consideration 
No motion was passed at this time.  
 
Future FEAB Presentations:  
Nicole said representatives of MS / AL Sea Grant will be at the June meeting to give a 
presentation on Community Resiliency Indexing.  
 
Nigel advises that all presenters be encouraged to present concise points throughout the 
presentation.   
 
Storm Sewer Infrastructure Inventory Upgrades: 
Jim shared this recent article:  
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Meeting adjourned at 4 p.m. 
  
Next meeting is Friday, June 10th, 2022 @ 2:30 p.m. for “special meeting” presentation 
and discussions @ Library Board Room 
 
FEAB CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Chairman:   
Gary Gover    govers@bellsouth.net   (251) 990-8662 
 
Members:  
Ben Frater    ben.frater@gmail.com  (404) 314-8815 
Jim Horner   none     (251) 928-9722 
Amy Paulson   amy.paulson@yahoo.com  (251) 654-7401 
Nigel Temple   757nigel@gmail.com   (757) 803-3589 
Michelle Melton  michelleleemeltonlee@gmail.com (423) 504-8253 
Jennifer Foutch  Foutch.jennifer@gmail.com  (618) 318-0354 
Rick Speight   rspeight@game7publishing.com (828) 551-3966 
 
CITY CONTACTS: 
Corey Martin, City Council     corey.martin@fairhopeal.gov  
Kim Burmeister, Planning and Zoning Department  kim.burmeister@fairhopeal.gov  
Christina LeJeune, Planning and Zoning Department christina.lejeune@fairhopeal.gov 
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