
FEAB February 11, 2022 Minutes 

FEAB MEETING MINUTES 
February 11, 2022 
3 p.m. @ Library Board Room 
 
Member Attendees: Gary Gover, Jim Horner, Amy Paulson, Ben Frater, Rick Speight, Mike 
Shelton, Nigel Temple 
 
Members not in attendance:  
Michelle Melton, Jennifer Foutch (excused absences unless Gary says otherwise) 
 
City of Fairhope: Kim Burmeister, Christina LeJeune-Planning and Zoning Department 
 
City Council: Corey Martin 
  
Honored Guests: Annette Sanders, 401 North Mobile Street; James Watkins, Fairhope 
Times 
 
Minutes taken by Kim Burmeister 
 
Gary called the meeting to order at 3 p.m.   
 
Summary of meeting:  

1. Motion approved: Comprehensive Plan / Land Use Plan comments from FEAB 
were approved and finalized, with request for Kim to send these to Hunter 

2. Motion approved: Amy Paulson was recognized for her hard work with the 
board and was given the title “Vice Chairperson” of FEAB 

3. Motion approved: FEAB approved the initiation of the Litter Gitter program, 
initially with the Winn Dixie Pond location (Cowpen Creek watershed) 

4. Motion approved: FEAB encourages the City of Fairhope initiate a 
comprehensive study of litter and stormwater pollution concerns for all 12 City 
watersheds. 

5. Motion approved: FEAB advises the City of Fairhope to engage an 
environmental professional for an up to date park management plan for 
Colony Park at 44 and 13. 

6. Motion approved: FEAB advises the City of Fairhope to follow current park 
management plan for Colony Park 

7. Nigel suggested city follow current park management plan recommendations 
8. Don Bates with Osprey Initiative gave a presentation on the litter removal 

program and two suggested locations: Winn Dixie Pond; Bayou and N. Section 
Street pond. Both are city owned. Educational component should be included.  

9. Kim said boundary signs are being drafted for further consideration: “Property 
of City of Fairhope”, to be placed on undeveloped City property every 100’ to 
help prevent impact to city properties.   
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10. Special FEAB Meeting with Mayor and staff is finalized for March 11th @ 2:30 
p.m. (location to be confirmed; agenda to be provided prior to meeting) 

11. Corey wants Stormwater pollution to be a key component to the city SWMPP 
and Comprehensive Plan 

12. FEAB would like to encourage students and younger generation citizens to 
attend FEAB meetings 

 
Agenda: 
Amy presented an agenda for today’s meeting:  
 

1. Housekeeping (< 5 min) 
a. Acceptance of prior meeting minutes – Kim  
b. Dispersal of Final 2022 FEAB Priority Issues – Amy / Kim 
c. Introduction of guests – Kim  

 
2. Land Use Plan (~5 min) – Amy  

a. FEAB Comment Letter – discussion? 
b. FEAB LUP Comment Letter Resolution 

 
3. Presentation: Osprey Initiative (Don Bates) (~15 min) 

a. Litter Gitter Presentation – Don  
b. FEAB questions / location input 

 
4. New Issues (~10) 

a. FEAB Annual Meeting with City of Fairhope – Mayor Sullivan, Jessica Walker, Hunter Simmons, Eric Cortinas, 
Richard Johnson, Pat White (tentative Thurs, 3/10 or Fri, 3/11) 

b. Colony Park Management Plan 
i. History of restoration – Mike  
ii. Current management actions – Amy / Kim / Gary  
iii. FEAB Resolution? 

c. Big Mouth Gully Protection Project (North Church Street near waste water plant) – Kim  
 

5. POC Status Report on FEAB Focus Issues (<10 min) 
LIMITED DISCUSSION ~ PASS IF NO NEWS TO SHARE  

a. Fairhope City Council – Jennifer / Corey 
b. Fairhope Mayor’s Office – Amy  
c. Fairhope City Departments – Kim  
d. Baldwin County Environmental Advisory Committee and EAC sub-committees (wetlands and neighborhoods) – 

Kim  
e. Dyas Triangle – Ben / Michelle 
f. Fairhope Wetlands Protection – Nigel / Mike 
g. Community Resiliency Index – Mike  
h. Eastern Shore Watershed Management Plan – Kim  
i. Fairhope Comprehensive LUP – Ben / Mike 
j. Recycling – Jennifer  
k. Clean Marina Project – Mike 

 
6. Other Interests (~5 min) 

LIMITED DISCUSSION ~ PASS IF NO NEWS TO SHARE  
a. New Business? 
b. Stormwater – Jim / Rick / Kim 
c. Bike and Pedestrian Committee – Gary / Nigel 
d. Parking Committee – Nigel 
e. Energy Conservation Initiatives (climate change action) – Gary 

 
7. Wrap up (< 5min) 

a. Topics/presenters for next month’s agenda 
b. Action item review 
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FEAB Minutes/Updates to Board:  
Amy made a motion to approve FEAB January minutes. Minutes were approved 
unanimously.  
 
Jim recognized Amy Paulson for her hard work with the board. He made a motion to give 
Amy the title “Vice Chairperson” of FEAB.  1 year term, same as Chairman (Gary).  
Nigel seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  
Motion approved: Amy has a title with FEAB: “Vice Chairperson” of FEAB.  
 
Kim & Corey previously invited a student and parent to attend a FEAB meeting, based on 
the 5th grader’s environmental email to the City and FEAB. Corey said it is important to 
have young representation.  
 
Osprey Initiative 
Don Bates, a resident of Fairhope and founder of the litter service called the Osprey 
Initiative, gave a presentation on the litter gitter and similar devices. He has evaluated 
Fairhope and suggests two locations for litter capture: Winn Dixie pond and the basin at 
Bayou and N. Section Street. Both are city owned. Litter would be evaluated and 
characterized, litter profile for the area or areas would be created. Educational 
component to go with this is suggested. Pond or ponds would initially be deep cleaned of 
all litter by Osprey Initiative staff and then equipment will be maintained monthly by his 
staff and tweaked if necessary. Osprey Initiative gives back 5% of their charge to the 
client / community. Client / community chooses how this 5% is delegated (educational 
signs, service, etc.)  
Amy asked how he evaluated Fairhope. Don said he rides his bike around Fairhope and 
can assess visually. Gary would like to see all watersheds addressed, not just Cowpen 
Creek and the Winn Dixie pond. Corey expressed the same concern.  Kim said this is one 
outfall of about 650 in the City Limits. It is one outfall that is city owned and represents a 
stormwater collection area for three shopping centers, so it is a hot spot for litter.  
 
Inventory of City outfalls from 2012 inventory can be found on line:  
Storm Sewer Inventory & Mapping Project 2012 | City of Fairhope, AL (fairhopeal.gov) 

 
Kim said City of Fairhope employs litter pick up staff position and the Winn Dixie pond is 
on the list for weekly litter pick up. City is hiring for this position which is currently vacant.  
 
Gary emphasized education for litter prevention is a key part of this program.  
 
Corey would like litter prevention and stormwater pollution prevention to be a key 
component in the City SWMPP.  
 

https://www.fairhopeal.gov/departments/planning-and-zoning/storm-sewer-inventory-mapping-project-2012
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Kim said litter prevention is an important part of the SWMPP and is updated yearly. The 
Osprey Initiative program, if adopted, would be one compliance item for the SWMPP 
2023.  
The current City of Fairhope Stormwater Management Program Plan (SWMPP) can be 
found on-line:  
637532085506670000 (fairhopeal.gov) 

 
Nigel has some ideas on natural borders for the Winn Dixie pond, which can help litter 
stay on the embankment and not enter the pond.  
 
Don and Gary will discuss for further development of the education and outreach 
component of this tentative program and will discuss further assessment of other city 
outfalls and areas.  
 
Amy made a motion for FEAB to support the City’s initiative to consider the Osprey 
Initiative effort for the Winn Dixie pond (for starters).  
Jim seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  
Motion approved: FEAB supports the initiation of the Litter Gitter program and the Winn 
Dixie Pond location as an initial demonstration project to enhance the City of Fairhope 
litter program. (Cowpen Creek watershed) 
 
Gary proposed a motion for City of Fairhope to perform a comprehensive litter study 
assessment of all city watersheds (12 total watersheds in the City limits). Nigel 2nd the 
motion. Corey fully supports this motion. Motion passed unanimously.  
Motion approved: FEAB encourages the City of Fairhope initiate a comprehensive study of 
litter and stormwater pollution concerns for all 12 watersheds in the city limits 
 
Presentation by Don Bates:  
 

https://www.fairhopeal.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/25229/637532085506670000
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Figure 1 Presentation by Don Bates 



FEAB February 11, 2022 Minutes 

Page | 6 

 

 
Figure 2 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 3 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 4 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 5 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 6 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 7 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 8 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 9 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 10 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 11 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 12 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 13 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 14 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 15 

 

Figure 16 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Figure 17 Presentation by Don Bates 
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Protection of City Parks and City Property: Kim said Mayor has her working on a draft for 
further consideration of a city boundary / property sign.  These signs will likely be similar 
to the wetland buffer signs used to delineate wetland buffers, one sign every 100’. 
Annette Sanders gave Kim an artistic rendering of a sign to consider.   

 
Figure 18 Annette Sanders presented this as suggestion of park boundary sign 

 

 
Figure 19 Example of typical Fairhope park entrance sign (metal) 
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Special FEAB Meeting with Mayor and Staff:  
Amy said Mayor, Hunter, Jessica, Richard Johnson, Jason Langley and Pat White with the 
City have been invited to the Special FEAB meeting in March. March 11th @ 2:30 p.m. 
was narrowed down as the best choice. All but Jessica are anticipated to attend. It will 
likely be a 1.5 hour meeting. Amy will prepare an agenda. Kim will secure location and 
send out calendar invitations.  
 
Colony Nature Park Management Plan 2011: 
Mike has located a management plan for Colony Nature Park from 2011 and shared with 
FEAB.  Kim shared with Mayor and staff.  Fairhope Single Tax owned the park at the time 
of the management plan,  but has since deeded to the City of Fairhope. Amy said it 
appears some of the plan has been implemented (pine plantings, blue bird houses, etc.) 
but she is concerned about recent mowing activity performed by the city which could be 
detrimental to the park. Amy made a motion for City to follow current park management 
plan. Ben seconded the motion. Ben made a motion for a current management to be 
conducted (confirming or updating the 2011 plan).  
Gena Todia performed the 2011 park management. Amy 2nd the motion. Approved 
unanimously.  
 
Motion approved: FEAB advises the City of Fairhope to follow current park management 
plan for Colony Park 
 
Motion approved: FEAB advises the City of Fairhope to engage an environmental 
professional to conduct an up to date park management plan for Colony Nature Park at 
44 and 13. 
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Figure 20 Colony Nature Park Management Plan, 2011, cover 
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Figure 21 Colony Nature Park management plan, 2011; Table of Contents 
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Figure 22 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 23 Colony Nature Park Management Plan 
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Figure 24 Colony Nature Park management plan 

 

 



FEAB February 11, 2022 Minutes 

Page | 28 

 

 
Figure 25 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 26 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 27 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 28 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 29 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 30 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 31 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 32 Colony Park Management Plan 
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Figure 33 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 34 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 35 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 36 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 37 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 38 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 39 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 40 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 41 Colony Park management plan 
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Figure 42 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 43 Colony Park management plan 
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Figure 44 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 45 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Figure 46 Colony Nature Park management plan 
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Comp Plan Comments:   
Amy made a motion to accept the final draft of the Land Use Plan comments from FEAB, 
and for Kim to share with Hunter Simmons.  
Motion approved: Land Use/Comprehensive Plan comments from FEAB were approved 
and finalized, with request for Kim to send these to Hunter:  

 
Figure 47 FEAB Land Use Plan comments 
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Figure 48 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Figure 49 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Figure 50 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Figure 51 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Figure 52 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Figure 53 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Figure 54 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Figure 55 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Figure 56 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Figure 57 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  
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Figure 58 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  
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Figure 59 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  
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Figure 60 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  
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Figure 61 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  
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Figure 62 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  
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Figure 63 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  
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Figure 64 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  
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Figure 65 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  
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Figure 66 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments  



FEAB February 11, 2022 Minutes 

Page | 70 

 

 
Figure 67 FEAB Land Use Plan Comments 
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Other business:  
1. Mike shared a flow chart from the Baldwin County Environmental Advisory Committee 
(draft, for county zoned properties only):  
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2. Kim gave a brief description of the City project in Big Mouth Gully at Oak & Church 
Street. This is an emergency watershed protection / NRCS project headed up by Public 
Works, Richard Johnson. It is also a drainage upgrade for the Church Street project.  
 
3. Nigel would like to be removed from parking committee discussions. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4 p.m. 
  
Next meeting is Friday, March 11, 2022 @ 2:30 p.m. @ Library Board Room 
*This will also be the Special Meeting with FEAB, Mayor and Staff* 
 
FEAB CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Chairman:   
Gary Gover    govers@bellsouth.net   (251) 990-8662 
 
Members:  
Ben Frater    ben.frater@gmail.com  (404) 314-8815 
Mike Shelton    yaupon3@gmail.com   (251) 270-9042 
Jim Horner   none     (251) 928-9722 
Amy Paulson   amy.paulson@yahoo.com  (251) 654-7401 
Nigel Temple   757nigel@gmail.com   (757) 803-3589 
Michelle Melton  michelleleemeltonlee@gmail.com (423) 504-8253 
Jennifer Foutch  Foutch.jennifer@gmail.com  (618) 318-0354 
Rick Speight   rspeight@game7publishing.com (828) 551-3966 
 
CITY CONTACTS: 
Corey Martin, City Council     corey.martin@fairhopeal.gov  
Kim Burmeister, Planning and Zoning Department  kim.burmeister@fairhopeal.gov  
Christina LeJeune, Planning and Zoning Department christina.lejeune@fairhopeal.gov 
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