
 

 

FEAB MEETING MINUTES 

June 25, 2021 

3:00 p.m. 
Fairhope Public Library Board Room, Fairhope, AL 

 
Member Attendees: Gary Gover, Jim Horner, Michelle Melton, Jennifer Foutch, Ben 
Frater, Amy Paulson, Jeanine Normand,  
 
Members not in attendance: Mike Shelton (warranted absence); Nigel Temple 
(warranted absence)  
 
City of Fairhope: Mayor Sherry Sullivan; Hunter Simmons, Director of Planning and 
Zoning; Kim Burmeister, Christina LeJeune -Planning and Zoning Department.  
 
City Council: None 
  
Honored Guests: Jim Watkins (Fairhope Times), Gabriel Tynes (Lagniappe) 
 
Minutes taken by Kim Burmeister 
 
Gary called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.   
 
Summary of meeting:  

1. Michelle and Amy will attend Work Session and Council Meeting July 12th, as 
requested by Mayor, to discuss deed draft for triangle property 

2. Mayor would like FEAB to review Triangle Land Management Plan when complete 
3. Topography study, tree inventory and land management plan of triangle property 

will soon be underway 
4. Draft deed will be reviewed by FST after council approves it 
5. FEAB requests prohibitions be listed on deed (to be included in draft language):  

a. No buildings 
b. No motorized vehicles 
c. No high impact infrastructure 
d. No impervious surfaces  

6. City Map Viewer has less layers available for viewing than County Map Viewer 
7. Mayor suggests FEAB reconsider time and/or day of monthly meeting 

 
FEAB Minutes:  
Gary made a motion to approve the June 11th, 2021 FEAB minutes, as amended (changed 
Amy to Michelle under “Steps Moving Forward” to work with Mayor. Minutes were 
approved unanimously.  
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Dyas Triangle Park Deed 
Gary handed out the Quit Claim Deed for the Triangle Property, attached. He reviewed a 
one-page document from Karin Wilson, 2019, attached.  
 
 
Gary: Site should be referred to as an eco-system with carefully chosen language in the 
deed.  “Preserve” indicates no human activity. “Conservation” use indicates public use 
with limitations on impact.  
 
Jeanine: Preserve can be a noun or a verb. If used as a verb, the intent is different than if 
used as a noun.  
 
Amy: ADECA grant requires ADA compliance. Hopes this will not cause impervious 
surfaces to be installed on the property. She said the list from the previous mayor Wilson 
has high level prohibitions listed which needs to be considered.  
 
Gary: Referenced the Zoning Ordinance Article IX and the definitions of uses of spaces.  
 
Amy: Does not want any buildings on the triangle property. Kiosks should be considered 
but not buildings. Interpretive Center will not be needed on site.  
 
Michelle: Pelican’s Nest building (now city property) could be considered as an 
educational or interpretive center.  
 
Hunter: Bike maintenance facility is proposed on-site, but this does not have to be a 
building; it could be a kiosk or open-air structure.  
 
Jeanine: Interpretation and educational component requirements could be met by 
identifying trees and areas of interests with placards, similar to the ones at Weeks Bay.  
 
Hunter: Park deed/designation could state prohibited uses. This would be better than 
referring to the zoning ordinance in the deed. Zoning Ordinance can change, deed will 
not change. It may be easier to refer to prohibitions than to refer to allowances on the 
park deed.  
 
Michelle: Modern park language should be considered for the triangle property deed 
revision. Refer to the flower clock park language, for example. Park name is important, 
this needs to be verified before deed is finalized.  Dyas family must approve name. FEAB 
needs to work on draft language.  
 
Hunter: Management plan for the area can change. Management of the park does not 
have to be written into the deed. Prescribed burns for example might be part of the 
initial management plan, which the mayor has Gena Todia working on.  
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Jim: We still need an up to date inventory for the site. We need to be discussing possible 
deed changes and language with Fairhope Single Tax.  
 
Ben: We need the inventory before moving forward with deed revisions. Mayor will 
provide prior inventory to him (Triangle Conservancy – partial inventory).  
 
Gary asked Hunter if PUD zoning of the site is an issue with park designation.  
 
Hunter said PUD zoning is not an issue. Replat would only need to be done if parcels were 
combined or joined.  Purpose of the park deed is to prohibit development. Preserving the 
triangle is the first goal (priority 1).  
Vision for the triangle is the 2nd goal (priority 2- to come later). This includes trails, pine 
forest preservation, etc.  
 
Mayor: Wants a draft of proposed deed language before the July 12th council meeting. 
She has been in discussion with Michelle on this. Draft will be submitted to City Council 
for review and possible acceptance, hopefully on July 12th Council Meeting. If approved, 
it will then be presented to Fairhope Single Tax.  FST has asked for the council’s blessing 
on the draft document before they (FST) review it. Mayor would like two members of 
FEAB to be present at work session on July 12th, and then at the following council 
meeting. She is having a topo study and tree survey of the triangle property done (Jade 
Engineering), and a land management plan drafted by Gena Todia. Specific projects will 
come later. She has a copy of the inventory from the Triangle Conservancy Group and will 
share with Ben (to share with group). This inventory was not complete. She would like 
FEAB to review the management plan when complete.  
 
Gary: referenced management plan for Knoll Park.  
 
Kim suggested a soil study of the triangle property to identify any potential wetlands and 
alluvial soils.  
 
Amy referenced the on line site for historical soil studies (“Web Soil Survey”):  
Web Soil Survey - Home (usda.gov) 
 
Jennifer: Suggests motorized vehicles, including motorized dirt bikes, be prohibited on 
triangle property.  
 
Jeanine suggested cattle grazing as one possible use for part of the triangle property.  
 
Kim referenced Fly Creek as being on the ADEM 303d list for pathogens from cattle 
grazing. Cattle grazing on the triangle property could create an increased concern for Fly 
Creek.  
 
Ben will work on deed draft language with Amy.  

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
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Michelle and Amy will attend July 12th work session and council meeting.  Ben will be out 
of town on the 12th.  
 
Jennifer: Does the city anticipate adding any infrastructure to the triangle property?  
 
Mayor: Only low impact infrastructure will be introduced to the triangle, if any. If 
infrastructure is installed at the triangle property, it will likely only be on the right of way 
of the triangle.  
 
Hunter: Small cell towers, installed on utility poles, might be needed for connectivity.  
 
Amy: Suggested language in the park deed restricting any infrastructure installed at or on 
the property be limited to that which blends with the environment. She suggests deed 
states mission and prohibitions.  
 
Other Business: 
Gary: City Map Viewer does not seem to have all of the information the Baldwin County 
Map Viewer does.  
 
Hunter: City Map Viewer is for zoning purposes only, so only utilizes a few layers of the 
County Map Viewer. Information is from the same source.  
 
Mayor suggested FEAB consider a time change from Friday afternoons for monthly 
meetings. Friday afternoon is a difficult time to have management staff at the meeting.  
 
Gary will discuss with the group and consider amending by-laws to another day and/or 
time, if group decides to do so.  
 
Jennifer said Friday at 3 p.m. is the best time for her.  
 
Meeting adjourned: 4:00 p.m.  
 
Next meeting is Friday, July 9th @ 3 p.m. Library Board Room 
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FEAB CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Chairman:   
Gary Gover    govers@bellsouth.net   (251) 990-8662 
 
Members:  
Jeanine Normand  drjnormand@aol.com   (251) 928-2284 
Ben Frater    ben.frater@gmail.com  (404) 314-8815 
Mike Shelton    yaupon3@gmail.com   (251) 270-9042 
Jim Horner   none     (251) 928-9722 
Amy Paulson   amy.paulson@yahoo.com  (251) 654-7401 
Nigel Temple   757nigel@gmail.com   (757) 803-3589 
Michelle Melton  michelleleemeltonlee@gmail.com (423) 504-8253 
Jennifer Foutch  Foutch.jennifer@gmail.com  (618) 318-0354 
 
CITY CONTACTS: 
Corey Martin, City Council     corey.martin@fairhopeal.gov  
Kim Burmeister, Planning and Zoning Department  kim.burmeister@fairhopeal.gov  
Christina LeJeune, Planning and Zoning Department christina.lejeune@fairhopeal.gov 
 
 
Attachment 1 & 2:  
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Figure 1 Quit Claim Deed for Triangle Property 
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Figure 2 Notes from 2019, Karin Wilson 


