
Tree Ordinace Does Not 
Apply - Tree Can Be 

Permitted for Removal

Is the Property 
Inside the Central 
Business District?

YES

NO

Is the Property 
Zoned  R-A, R-1, R-
1a, R-1b, R-1c, R-2, 

R-3 or R-3 PGH

YES

NO
Is Tree partially or 

wholly on City 
Property or ROW?

NO

YES

A Tree Removal Permit May 
Be Requested

The City Horticulturist may grant permission for the removal of trees on 
city-owned property when removal is in the public interest or when the 
City Horticulturist deems it possible to make reasonable mitigation that 
will maintain the city's landscapes. Restitution may include planting trees 
on city property at any location the horticulturist designates or providing 
replacement funding to be used solely for tree planting within the city. 
Expenditure of such funds will be under the direction of the city council 
and administered by the City Treasurer.

Removal Permits for tree(s) on City Property/ROW will be based on: 
(a) The tree is located in an area where a structure or improvement will be 
placed according to an approved plan.
(b) The tree is diseased or injured, in danger of falling to close to an 
existing or proposed structure(s), interferes with existing utility service, 
creates unsafe vision clearance or conflicts with other ordinances or 
regulations.
(c) The tree is, or will be after construction, in violation of federal, state, or 
local laws, including but not limited to laws and regulations pertaining to 
government programs for financing the construction.
(d) A permit may be denied if the tree is considered vital to the natural 
heritage of the City of Fairhope and/or the City Horticulturist determines 
that reasonable alternatives to cutting the tree exist.

Is the  Tree Removal 
Associated with a 

Development 
Application or Building 

Permit?

NO

YES

A Landscape Plan is Required - Prepared by a  
landscape architect/designer and reveiwed 

and approved by the City Horticulturist, 
Planning and/or Building Director. May be 

part of a Planning Commission Application or  
may be required for Building Permit. Plan 
shall  be in full compliance with the "Tree 
Ordinance. Note CBD is exempt from the 

Landscape Plan requirements  for new or re-
developments

WAS PERMIT 
APPROVED?

YES

Proceed with  Tree Removal  
Per Terms of the Permit

WAS LS PLAN 
APPROVED?

YES

Proceed with Development
per the Approved Plan

NO

NO

Third Party Review of the 
Application By the Tree 
Committee (Advisory 

Opinion Only)

Did the Tree 
Committee 
Overturn?

NO

Appeals of either a grant or 
denial of permits pursuant to 
this requirement shall be to 

the City of Fairhope Municipal 
Court

YES - Return to the 
point in the 

process based on 
Committee's

recomendations
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