

Notification of 2020 Stroke Handicap System MGA Membership Vote
In the event the MGA membership votes to replace the GHIN handicap system with the previously used QC handicap system, the QC Staff needs time to compile and input data in the course handicap system.  To ensure a seamless transfer beginning in 2020, the membership vote is being requested in August.  Per the MGA by-laws a 30 day notice is required prior to the membership vote.  This document will serve as the membership notification.  The ballot will have three options MGA members can select from i.e. 1) Replace the GHIN with an MGA administered stroke handicap system  2) Replace the GHIN with the previously used QC Golf Course (Golf Software)  stroke handicap system or 3) Continue to use GHIN as the stroke handicap system. These options are summarized above with further details on each later in this document. See Ed Fitzgerald if you have questions regarding the information in this document.  Per the present MGA by-laws, to play in MGA events participants must pay both a membership fee and the handicap fee.  The stroke handicap system is used in the monthly bullpen stroke play event and in some MGA tournaments (including the club championship).   For all MGA point quota events the present system will continue to be used.

Sample Ballot for the MGA Membership Vote on the 2020 Stroke Handicap System:
Please check your preference from one of the three stroke handicap system options below:
______ I vote in favor of the MGA System ($0 annual fee & average of last 5 MGA gross scores)
______I vote in favor of the QC Golf Course System ($20 annual fee & USGA sanctioned)
______I vote in favor of the GHIN ($30 annual fee & USGA sanctioned and AGA sanctioned)
MGA Member’s Name____________________________________ (Please Print)
[bookmark: _GoBack]MGA Member’s Signature_________________________________
Date____________

MGA Administered Stroke Handicap System:
The MGA Stroke Handicap System would use the same computer software as is presently used for determining player point quotas in MGA Events. Like the present point system, the MGA stroke handicap system would average player gross scores for the last five 18 hole MGA events. This average would determine the player’s handicap to be used in the next MGA stroke play event.  There would be no MGA player annual handicap fee associated with the MGA administered handicap system.  Player scores from MGA events would be posted in the system by the MGA.  QC golf course would not get any revenue from the MGA handicap system and would have no expenses associated with the system.
The MGA system would not provide players with a USGA sanctioned handicap and the system would also not be sanctioned by the Alabama Golf Association (AGA).   For players that desire a USGA sanctioned handicap for other course tournament play, they can purchase the QCGC Stroke Handicap System for an annual fee of $20.  Player’s opting to purchase the QCGC handicap system would post gross scores at a computer work station located in the clubhouse.  If this system is voted in by the membership, the GHIN handicap system will not be offered at QC but is available on line or for a $40 fee at Rock Creek for players that desire a GHIN handicap.  

Quail Creek Golf Course Stroke Handicap System: 
The QC golf course handicap system (used before the present GHIN system) is USGA sanctioned and uses the USGA formula (based on the course rating at the different tee locations) and the USGA guidelines for determining a player’s handicap.  QC would post player scores from MGA Events. Other scores from non MGA play would need to be posted by the player at a computer work station located in the clubhouse. The QCGC handicap system (Golf Software) includes Tournament Manager Software as well which is used for all MGA events.  This QCGC handicap software allows automatic transfer of player handicaps into the computer software used for MGA events.  The MGA membership required player’s annual handicap fee would be $20.   The entire $20 player fee would go to QCGC and would be course revenue.  A portion of this revenue would be used for software upgrades and system maintenance.  This system would provide players with a legitimate USGA sanctioned handicap just as the present GHIN system does.  For many other course tournaments that required a certified handicap, players would get a handicap card from QCGC or a certification letter from QCGC’s PGA Club Professional.  For AGA tournament events however, only a GHIN system handicap is accepted.  Players desiring to play in AGA events would need to purchase the GHIN handicap system.  As stated above, the GHIN system is available on line or at Rock Creek for $40.

GHIN Stroke Handicap System:  
The GHIN handicap system is also USGA sanctioned and uses the USGA formula (based on the course rating at the different tee locations) and the USGA guidelines for determining a player’s handicap.  QCGC would post player scores for MGA events. Other scores from non MGA play would need to be posted by the player in a computer work station located in the clubhouse or from an app on the player’s smart phone.  The GHIN system software is not compatible with the MGA Tournament Manager Software.  Player handicaps from the GHIN system must be manually entered into the Tournament Manager Software used for each MGA stroke play event.  Presently, the annual player fee is $25 with all collected monies paid to the GHIN handicap system provider.  In addition, the GHIN provider has a $275 annual club fee. QCGC presently gets no revenue from the player’s GHIN handicap system fees but is responsible for providing hardware and maintenance expenses.   Monthly handicap notifications are e-mailed by GHIN to the player’s smart phone/computer.  GHIN is USGA & AGA sanctioned and player handicaps are accepted in virtually all tournaments. 
Note: There are presently 235 QCGC members (MGA & Others) in the GHIN handicap system.  Based on this number, the QCGC lost revenue in 2019 for using GHIN instead of the previous used QCGC handicap system was $3525. To offset this revenue loss, if the GHIN handicap system is voted in by the membership, next year’s MGA GHIN handicap fee will be $30.  $5 of this fee will go to QCGC for expenses and revenue.
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