






















































































































































































Planning Commission
April 1, 2019
Utility Review
Case: UR 19.08 AT&T Mini Cell Towers

Project Name:
AT&T Mini Cell Towers

Project Type:
Utility Review

Project Scope:
Install 13 metered mini cell
Antennas

Jurisdiction:
City of Fairhope

Zoning District:
ROW

General Location:
Areas throughout
Fairhope

Applicant:
AT&T

Owner:
City of Fairhope
Right-of-Ways

Recommendation:
Approve with Conditions

Summary of Request: Request of AT&T for an 11.52.11 Utility Review and approval of the proposed
installation of 12 metered mini cell towers in the Fairhope’s ROW and 1 metered mini cell tower at Volanta
Park. The installation will be at several locations indicated on the map throughout Fairhope. These mini
towers or cell antennas will be co-located where possible and new poles installed where co-location is not
possible.
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Comments:

The proposed utility construction is consistent with previously approved AT&T UR cases that were designed
for over build and anticipation of possible mini cell tower installation. The comments below are typical
general comments for City of Fairhope right-of-way projects. Any portions of the project affecting public
right-of-way (ROW) maintained by Baldwin County or the Alabama Department of Transportation (ALDOT)
shall require permits through the Baldwin County Highway Department or ALDOT.

AT&T has been very cooperative, has attempted to the maximum extent practicable to co-locate their
antennas, and has been very receptive to all of staff's comments.

Site descriptions and locations (Please refer to the map on cover page):

1. Co-location on existing utility pole near property corner between two houses.
a. Equipment/antenna to be brown in color to blend with surroundings.
2. Co-location on existing light pole at northeast corner of N. Section St. and Oak St.
a. Equipment/antenna to be same color green as pole to blend with surroundings.
3. Replacement of existing light on the south side of Fairhope Ave. heading towards the pier.
a. New light pole to be decorative and black in color. Must meet electrical superintendents’
requirements.
4. Co-location on existing utility pole on west side of S. Mobile St. north of the American Legion.
a. Equipment/antenna to be brown in color to blend with surroundings.
5. Co-location on existing utility pole at the end of Kumquat St.
a. Equipment/antenna to be brown in color to blend with surroundings.
6. New metal pole on Boothe Rd. south of Spring Run Dr. (No Co-locate possible)
a. Pole/equipment/antenna to be brown in color
7. New metal pole at Autumn Dr. and Greeno Rd. (No Co-locate possible)
a. Pole/equipment/antenna to be black in color.
8. Replacement of existing light at entrance to Spring Lake Subdivision.
a. New light pole to be decorative and black in color. Must meet electrical superintendents’
requirements.
9. New metal pole on S. Section St. in front of City Services Public Utilities property. (No Co-locate possible)
a. Pole/equipment/antenna to be tan in color to blend with surroundings.
10. Co-locate on light pole at Volanta Park neat stadium entrance.
a. Equipment/antenna to be galvanized/silver to blend with surroundings.
13. New metal pole on Oakwood Ave. at the rear of Riveroaks subdivision on corner of common area. (No
Co-locate possible)
a. Pole/equipment/antenna to be black in color.
14. Co-location on existing utility pole on the northwest corner of Ingleside and Fairhope Ave.
a. Equipment/antenna to be brown in color to blend with surroundings.
15. New metal pole on Morphy Ave. at the northeast corner of the Dollar General property. (No Co-locate
possible)
a. Pole/equipment/antenna to be black in color.
GENERAL COMMENTS

No open trenches shall be allowed. Directional boring shall be used in sensitive areas, such as under roads,
in proximity to trees, on finished lots, etc.

SUPERINTENDENT AND DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS

The applicant shall contact Alabama One Call to locate all existing utilities.
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Public Works Standard Comments:
e Handholes shall not be located within driplines of Heritage Trees (as defined by the Tree Ordinance).
e Any proposed trenching shall not be within the dripline of trees.
e |f within a tree dripline, consult with the City of Fairhope Horticulturist before proceeding with earth
work.
e Trees shall not be negatively impacted.

The applicant shall provide drawings locating their utilities with other utilities and the sidewalks. Any
boxes/handholes cannot be placed in the sidewalk. The applicant shall review the sidewalk plan to
determine if there are any conflicts. The applicant shall coordinate work with Richard D. Johnson, PE, Public
Works Director, to resolve any potential conflicts.

All conduit/cable shall be placed at depth from existing grade per industry and/or County Standards. A
minimum horizontal and/or vertical clearance (separation) of 36” must be maintained from stormwater and
utility infrastructures. No handholes, boxes, or other above ground infrastructure shall be installed within
drainage easements. Pedestals shall be placed in a manner as to avoid obstructing visibility of motorists and
to allow vehicles to exit the roadway during an emergency. No grade change shall result from the utility
installation. The applicant is to avoid any tree drip lines with handholes and equipment.

The material under the sidewalk shall be compacted and the repair work shall be to the satisfaction of the
Building Official or his designated representative. The applicant shall contact the Building Department for
inspection prior to placing concrete.

Code Enforcement Officer’s Standard Comments:

e The applicant, or subcontractor, shall obtain a ROW permit from the City of Fairhope Building
Department prior to beginning work.

e Subcontractors shall have a current business license with the City of Fairhope and shall have a copy of
the ROW permit available for review at all times, and shall be posted on site or in the window of
contractor’s vehicles.

e Any ROW cuts shall be stabilized (covered) at the end of each day and disturbed areas shall be re-
vegetated with sod within ten (10) days of completion of the project.

e Mulch / seed shall only be acceptable as temporary cover.

e Sod shall be watered as needed to ensure survival.

e Inlets shall be protected.

e If site is within 100' of a critical area (wetland, etc.), no red soils/clay are allowed as fill material, per
the City’s Red Clay/Soil Ordinance.

Building Official’s Standard Comments:

e BMP’s shall be installed at boring sites and trench locations.

e Ground conditions in the ROW’s shall be returned to original preconstruction condition(s) or better.

e All plans and permits shall be available for review at all times along with the City of Fairhope permit
application.

e If required, appropriate ALDOT or Baldwin County Highway Department permits shall be obtained
prior to the issuance of a right-of-way (ROW) permit.

e Contractor is advised to review and comply with the Building Official’s best practices flyer.

Water and Sewer Standard Comments:
e All existing utilities must be located, and proper separation shall be maintained between utilities.
e All mechanical equipment shall be screened by painting the equipment Munsell Green.
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Natural Gas Standard Comments:
e Contractor shall provide proper separation from the gas main and all other utilities.

The applicant is advised of the following:
e No work shall begin until a ROW permit is issued by the City of Fairhope Building Department or other
applicable jurisdiction (permit not valid until paid for and picked up by contractor).
e The ROW permit shall be kept with the contractor or subcontractor at all times during site work. The
ROW permit shall be posted on the job site or in the window of contractor(s) vehicle.
e All contractors/subcontractors are subject to City of Fairhope Business License procedures.

This site shall comply with all State, Federal and local requirements, including, but not limited to the
following City of Fairhope Ordinances:

1. City of Fairhope Wetland Ordinance (#1370), which regulates activity within 20' of wetlands.

2. City of Fairhope Red Soil & Clay Ordinance (#1423), which prohibits the use of red soil / clay within
100' of critical areas.

3. City of Fairhope Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance (#1398).

State and Federal permits shall be on file with the City of Fairhope Building Department, prior to the
issuance of City of Fairhope permits.

The applicant shall provide as-built profiles of the installed lines, showing the exact depth.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of UR 19.08 conditional upon the following:
1) The applicant shall follow the general comments related to utility work, as stated above.
2) Applicant and applicant’s contractor shall follow the Right of Way Installation Permitting and Work
Procedures document provided by the Building Official.
3) The applicant shall follow the design/color for each site as dictated by staff per the “Site description
and locations” section of staff report.
4) The applicant is responsible for any Aid to Construction costs for new utility poles needed to
accommodate a co-locate.
5) The City of Fairhope reserves the right to modify or add requirements such as but not limited to cut
sheets of proposed poles/fixtures, additional drawings, site locations, design/colors, etc.
6) The City Council and AT&T sign a Lease Agreement for structure 10 located at Volanta Park on City of
Fairhope owned property which is not a Right-of-Way.

** Staff conducted a Development Review Committee (DRC) meeting with applicant after initial review that
went into great detail for each site. Every site was analyzed for possible co-locations and areas that would
have the minimal effect on neighboring properties. This meeting was recorded and a link to the video is
inserted below. The amount of details for which each site was reviewed is too numerous to write in this staff
report. The applicant took the information and recommendations from staff and revised their submittal to
reflect the locations presented in this report.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QYsUHZ5kMwQ&Iist=PLEIlyHeNjDeQCkYJrVSupwVTSKousr9gZA&index=
2&t=4s
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